
















for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations. Isaiah 61

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 5: 1-8

1 Give ear to my words, O LORD;*
consider my meditation.

2 Hearken to my cry for help, my King and my God,*
for I make my prayer to you.

3 In the morning, LORD, you hear my voice;*
early in the morning I make my appeal and watch for you.

4 For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness,*
and evil cannot dwell with you.

5 Braggarts cannot stand in your sight;*
you hate all those who work wickedness.

6 You destroy those who speak lies;*
the bloodthirsty and deceitful, O LORD , you abhor.

7 But as for me, through the greatness of your mercy I will go into your house;*
I will bow down toward your holy temple in awe of you.

8 Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness,
because of those who lie in wait for me;*

make your way straight before me.

A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Church at Corinth

For we do not proclaim ourselves, we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’
sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven
to despair, persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the
death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in
us, but life in you.

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—”I believed, and so I
spoke”—we also believe, and the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring
us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving to the glory of God.

So we do not lose heart. Even though  our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed
day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all
measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen, for what can be seen is
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 2 Corinthians 4: 5-18

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath
day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Luke 4: 16-21




